
 
 

Brasstown Woodturners Guild 

Newsletter — Meeting of January 12, 2019 

 

Next meeting:  9:30 am, Saturday, February 2, 2019. 

Terrence will be our demonstrator, and he plans to show how to turn a Beads of Courage 

box. Please arrive early if you can, to help set up. Bring something from your pile of 

wood to be turned, to add to our raffle prizes. Also, bring in some of your work, to show 

and tell us what you’ve done. We’re interested in your successes, but also in your failures 

or problems or questions … how do I fix this? Bring it in; someone might have an idea 

that will help you. 

 

From the President: 

I hope each of you and your families had a blessed holiday season and will have a 

prosperous new year. 

We have a new year and a new board of officers. Welcome Robert Marshall as 

Secretary/Newsletter Editor and Rich Egli as Treasurer.  

 Thank you Rudy Lopez for a great demonstration turning a thin stem natural edge 

goblet from a limb. I've already made one although I wasn't able to get the stem quite as 

long or as thin as Rudy's. I'd like to challenge all of you to try this and bring your goblets 

to the February meeting. It will be fun to see your successes (or failures). I know I was 

on the verge of failure several times when I finally accepted the goblet while it was still 

in one piece, what fun. 

 As we go into the new year we have many opportunities to try new projects and broaden 

our turning skills. I'd like to encourage us all to bring our ideas to the meeting Show and 

Tell to see how we can challenge ourselves.  



 

Meeting Notes: 

 

Club business: Club President John Van Camp thanked two outgoing officers, Matt 

Cowart for his service as Treasurer, and Terrence Powell for his service as Secretary and 

Newsletter Editor. He recognized their 2019 successors, Rich Egli as Treasurer, and 

Robert Marshall as Secretary/Editor, and noted that he would continue as President, 

and Don Marks as Vice President, for 2019. Several members expressed their 

appreciation for the prior service of the outgoing officers, and the ongoing service of the 

continuing and new officers. 

 

Visitors: Carl Winter of Franklin, NC, visited, at Don Marks’ invitation. Carl is a 

professional woodturner who has just moved from Hampden, Maine to our area, and we 

hope he will join our group as a new member. 

 

Safety talk:  

Jim Smith gave a brief ‘how-not-to’ safety talk, 

illustrating the dangers of cutting corners when 

setting up to use a power tool like a drill press. 

He showed us his bandaged thumb, and some 

gruesome emergency-room photos. We give it 

one ‘thumbs-up’ for that talk! Don Marks made 

the further point that you can’t allow yourself to 

be distracted while using a tool; just stop the tool 

before shifting attention to anything else. 

 

 

 

  



Demonstration:  

 

Rudy Lopez came to us from Tampa, 

by way of the Campbell Folk School, to 

demonstrate turning of thin-stemmed 

natural edge goblets from 

small-diameter (1 ½ to 2 inch) limbs. 

 

 

 

 

  



Rudy showed us some of his own inventive contributions to the art of woodturning 

jiggery, including the clothes-pin-on-arrow-shaft thin-stem stabilizer, and the 

peg-board-rubber-band goblet-warper (shown below). 

 

 

 

He also offered a tool recommendation, for the Grex orbital sander (pictured below), an 

air-driven tool for the final stage of sanding out imperfections in bowls. Rudy likes it 

with the 3” pad. 

 

      

 

  



 

Show and Tell: 

 

 

Visitor Carl Winter showed a very large 

walnut bowl, rare wood in his previous 

home in Maine, and also a leaf-decorated 

and carved maple bowl (below). 

 

 

Joe Waldroup brought in a spalted 

ambrosia maple burl natural edge bowl. 

 

 

John Van Camp showed 

 a spalted maple bowl. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

G. A. Pellin showed a set of three 

well-aged apple wood bowls, and a 

winged bowl made from a maple crotch. 

 

 

 

Terrence Powell brought 3 bowls, two of 

elm dyed red, one of ambrosia maple. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Bring Back Box:  

  

 

Lloyd Massey brought back the box, with his first-ever 

woodturning, a pen, fashioned from padauk wood. John Van 

Camp won the box in the raffle at the end of this meeting, and 

will bring the box back in February, with some sort of surprise. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Member Spotlight, a feature written by Terrence Powell, 

 starts on the next page) 



Member Spotlight 

Spotlight on Matt Cowart.  December 1, 2018. 

This month the light shines on 

our Matt Cowart.  Matt has been 

our treasurer for the last three 

years and is “retiring” from the 

job.  Matt had not been a mem-

ber long before he took the job.  

We thank you very much for 

stepping in to help out and keep 

the club going. 

Matt had belonged to the Moun-

tain Laurel Woodturners Club in 

Clarkesville, GA. before joining 

BWG. 

Matt said he started turning 

around 2010 after purchasing a 

Sears lathe for $99!  He said he 

had a large enough shop to ac-

commodate the lathe.   He did 

not have a chuck for the lathe so 

all he turned were spindle items.  

He then bought a small Jet lathe 

and a chuck and turned his first 

bowl.  He said that he did not 

know where that first bowl was, 

but he knew it was thick and 

heavy.  He showed me one of 

the small bowls he turned and it 

was a little “thick”; however, it 

was very nicely turned and did 

not have any rough turning on it.  

My early turnings were not that 

smoothly turned.  He has since 

gone on to turning thinner bowls 

and other items.  

He has since bought a large Jet 

lathe and says he likes being able 

to turn larger items. 

I asked what he thought was the 

best piece he had turned and he 

said he liked all of them but proba-

bly the pieces he turned for his 

wife were his most liked.  Below is 

such a turning and it includes a 

jewelry item of his wife’s collec-

tion. 

Matt turns very nice bottle stop-

pers as seen at “Show and Tell” a 

couple of months ago.  He also 

does bird house ornaments.  The 

ornaments he likes most to turn 

are the ones that have to be PER-

FECTLY cut and drilled before 

turning.  I have never been able to 

get the “perfectly” down, but Matt 

sure does.  He has several in the 

making  and is perfecting a jig to 

help in drilling the stock.  He had 

several  on his workbench that 

were in the process of completion.  

(See photo below.) 

Matt said that he sells some items, 

but for the most part just gives the 

items away.  His wife and children 

get the first choices, but Matt said 

that there can not be a price put on 

an object that when given, brings 

tears to the receivers’ eyes.  Amen! 

I have found that most of the turn-

ers I know feel the same way,  even 

those who sell most of the turnings 

for a good price.  That makes me 

proud to be a turner and have 

friends like Matt. 

I was a pleasure talking with Matt 

and seeing his shop and the items 

he makes.  It was also nice to see 

his wife, Melodie, and her crafts 

and art works. 

Thanks, Matt, for your time. 

 


