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Brasstown Woodturners Guild 

Newsletter — Meeting of April 6, 2019 

 

Next meeting:  9:30 am, Saturday, May 4, 2019. Alan Leland will demonstrate the 

turning of a three-legged stool (see photo to left, from his website.) 

Please arrive early if you can, to help set up. Bring something from 

your pile of wood to be turned, to add to our raffle prizes. Also, bring 

in some of your work, to show and tell us what you’ve done. We’re 

interested in your successes, but also in your failures or problems or 

questions … how do I fix this, how to do this better? Bring it in; 

someone might have an idea that will help you. 

 

 

 

 

From the President:  

The April meeting was one of BWG's best attended meeting in quite a long while. I didn't get an 

exact count but we approached 40 members and guests attending. And Show and Tell was 

populated with many fine pieces including 3 completed Beads of Courage boxes. Thanks to all 

who brought their projects and their experiences to share with the club. 

 John Keeton gave us a great demonstration on making a two piece elegant vase hollow form . 

I'd like to challenge all our members to try out this technique and bring an example of your 

vase to our next meeting. I'm going to give it a try and will bring my vase if I'm successful.  

 So until we meet again on May 4th, keep the wood turning and the chips flying, but most of all, 

be safe. 

https://www.alanleland.com/


Meeting Notes: 

Visitors: Peter Fox, formerly of New Hampshire, now Franklin, NC; Clayton Lewellyn (sp?); 

Richard Brown, also New Hampshire; and Dennis Perez, of the Tampa area. 

 

Announcements: 

● AAW national symposium is in Raleigh, NC, this year, starting July 11; $375. 

● Woodturning Southern Style symposium is in Dalton, GA, starting September 20; $175. 

● John Van Camp will be demonstrating building a pepper mill for the Western NC 

Woodturners, at the Bascomb Center in Highlands, Saturday Apr 13, 10 am 

● Motion made, seconded, and carried, to spend up to $500 replacing chairs that are worn 

out or lack cushioning altogether. 

● Saturday, April 13, 10:30 am: Don’t forget the previously announced sale of shop 

equipment for the widow of former member Phil Balin, whose shop is at 4731 Fontana 

Lake Dr., Bryson City, NC. Inventory sheets were distributed with the email 

announcement. 

● Joe Waldroup will be helping sell shop equipment from the late Vaughn Moore’s shop, 

which is very close to Hayesville HS, where we meet. If interested, contact Joe Waldroup 

at awaldroup@brmemc.net or 828-389-3117. 

 

Safety talk:  

John Van Camp brought a safety-talk-in-a-bowl: a bowl 

shattered by a catch, which peppered him with fragments 

from head to toe. John glued it back together, as a 

reminder to wear your face and eye protection at all 

times you are turning. 

 

Photo directory: We would like to publish a membership 

directory, including photos of our members. We mostly 

only see each other once a month, so this might help us 

associate names and faces. Please take a moment to reply 

to the newsletter mailing, sending along a recent photo of yourself you would like to be 

included. We will distribute the photo-directory as a PDF, when it’s mostly done. Thanks. 

 

  



Demonstration:  

 

John Keeton presented a demonstration on the subject of two-piece end grain hollow form 

vases. Rich Egli attended the week-long course John Keeton was teaching at Campbell, the 

week before this meeting. 

 

 

The key features of the vase Keeton demonstrated, and its work steps, are: 

 

1. It is made from a piece of wood oriented 

with its grain parallel to the lathe’s spindle 

(end-grain turning). 

2. The work piece has tenon’s formed on 

both ends, and is then rough-rounded and cut 

into two pieces. The location of the cut should 

be set so that the bottom portion of the vase is 

0.618 times the intended height of the finished 

vase; this is the Golden Ratio. So, if the intended 

height is 10”, the cut would be at about 6 3/16”. 

3. The bottom piece is mounted on the 

chuck, and a recess is formed to accept the 

tenon from the top piece. 

4. The top piece is mounted, and the tenon 

is formed to fit the recess on the bottom piece. 

5. The two pieces are then jammed together 

(bottom in the chuck, top held by the tailstock 

point), without glue at this point, for shaping 

the outside of the vase. 

6. The two pieces are then separately 

hollowed. The top hollowing uses a drilled hole 

as a guide, where the hole penetrates through the intended top of the vase. This will 

form the top opening of the vase, when finished. 

7. The two pieces are again mounted together on the lathe, applying glue to the 

tenon-to-recess joint, aligning the grain, and allowed to set up. 

8. Saw off the top tenon, and form the top, opening up the hole at the top. 

  



 

9. Cut two beads to for accent band, to 

conceal the glue joint; the top edge of the 

bottom bead should be on the joint. (See 

illustration to the left). This accent band 

has the intended effect of concealing the 

glue line, and thus making this two-piece 

vase appear to be a single piece hollowed 

through an impossibly-small top hole. 

Texturing, dyeing, and other accent-band 

features can also help conceal any grain 

misalignment. 

10. Sand and finish. 

11. Turn the vase around, and mount it on a cone-shaped jam chuck with a friction cloth, 

and with the point of the cone in the top hole of the vase, and the tailstock point set into 

the bottom of the vase. Remove all but a stub of the material on the bottom, then take it 

off the lathe to remove that stub. 

 

 

 

Show and Tell: 

 

 

Platter with ‘bubble-effect’ painted rim,  

Greg Pollin 

 

Natural edge walnut, Don Marks 



 

Spalted black birch, John Van Camp 

 

 

Painted pots, Lee Mayfield 

 

Buckeye burl with holly finial,  

Jim Smith 



 

Yellow birch, with grape-decorated rim 

(detail below), Carl Winter 

 

 

Spalted maple burl, Joe Waldroup 

 

If you are interested in joining (or need to renew your membership), you can find the 

membership application form on the home page of our website. Print it out and send it in to 

Rich Egli, address given on the form. 

 

Next page: Terrence Powell’s “Member Spotlight” article this month focuses on member Brian 

Dobson, and his work. 

http://brasstownwoodturners.org/
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Member Spotlight 

Spotlight on Brian Dobson.  April 2018. 
This month the light shines on 

Brasstown Woodturners Guild’s 

Brian Dobson, who lives in Hia-

wassee, GA.   

Brian said he started turning 

about 15 years ago but had to 

pretty much quit turning because 

of work.  He finally retired last 

year and has begun to get back 

into turning again.   

He tries different styles and 

shapes, but right now he likes 

turning vases best.  He has sever-

al platters on display in his shop 

that are very different.  By that, I 

mean that there are platters that 

have been carved on, some that 

have painted flowers, some that 

had holes drilled in them and em-

bellished to look like  the sun 

with rays and there are a few that 

are just beautiful platters with no 

embellishment.  I did not see 

many bowls in the shop area; 

however, when we went into the 

house there were a lot of bowls, 

vases, platters and even hats that 

he had turned. 

I asked him what was his favorite 

piece and he said he liked his hat 

best.  (See the photo of him at 

the end of this article.)  He said 

that was one of his best turnings.  

He even had a red one that he 

made for his wife, Linda.  She did 

not put hers on while I was there, 

but his fit him well. 

Brian said he liked a vase that was 

made out of a piece of wood that 

had been in a fire and was burned 

all over.  (The vase is shown in 

photo below.)  

 He said it was simple but beauti-

ful.  I agree with that statement.  It 

does not have much finish on it 

but it really looks very nice.  It 

catches the eye when you walk into 

the room.  Very pretty. 

Brian said that he has been work-

ing with acrylic paints to produce 

something a little different.  He has 

a hollow form on the book case in 

his house that he had embellished 

with acrylic paint and it looks very 

good.  (See photo below.)   

He also said that he is trying to 

learn how to use an air brush for 

his embellishments. 

Since he retired, Brian has tried to 

use the lathe more and finds that  

working with the lathe is relaxing.  

He had been playing Pickle Ball 

each day, but hurt his knee and has 

been in the shop more and is find-

ing that is relaxing and enjoyable 

work. 

Hope your knee gets well soon, 

Brian, so you can go back to play-

ing Pickle Ball , but I hope yu keep 

turning.  You are too talented not 

to. 

Thank you, Brian, for the time and 

the exploration of your shop and 

turnings. 


