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Brasstown Woodturners Guild 

Newsletter — Meeting of May 4, 2019 

 

Next meeting:  9:30 am, Saturday, June 1, 2019. 

Harvey Meyer will demonstrate the turning of a pedestal 

box; the illustration to the left comes from his website. 
Please arrive early if you can, to help set up. Bring 

something from your pile of wood to be turned, to add 

to our raffle prizes. Also, bring in some of your work, to 

show and tell us what you’ve done. We’re interested in 

your successes, but also in your failures or problems or 

questions … how do I fix this, how to do this better? 

Bring it in; someone might have an idea that will help 

you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Calendar of upcoming meetings: 

Jun 1 - Harvey Meyer - Pedestal box. $10 at the door 

Jun 29 (July meeting) - Don Marks - Spiral spindle 

Aug 3 - Beau Bunn - TBD - $10 at the door 

August 31 (Sept. meeting) - Dean Hutchins - TBD. $10 at the door 

Oct 5 - TBD 

Nov 9 - Steve Cook - Embellishing wood turnings. $10 at the door 

Dec 7 - Christmas gathering & ornament exchange

http://www.harveymeyer.com/


 

From the President:  

Another great meeting and demonstration. Alan Leland did a great job demonstrating how to 

turn a 3 legged stool. Many thanks Alan. I'm going to have a go at it this month and hope to 

bring a stool to the next meeting.  

 We had 2 more Beads of Courage boxed brought this month too, thanks to all who are 

participating in this worthy cause and keep them coming. 

 So until we meet again on June 1st, keep the wood turning and the chips flying, but most of all, 

be safe. 

 

 

Meeting Notes: 

Visitors: Joy Cowen, from Chapel Hill, NC, who had spent the previous week at the Campbell 

School, taking Alan Leland’s woodturning class. 

 

New members: Clayton Clewellyn, of Blairsville, GA. 

 

Announcements: 

● AAW national symposium is in Raleigh, NC, this year, starting July 11; $375. 

● Woodturning Southern Style symposium is in Dalton, GA, starting September 20; $175. 

● Some new chairs will be bought to replace ones with no cushions or worn-out cushions; 

John Van Camp will be arranging for these. 

● Joe Waldroup will be helping sell shop equipment from the late Vaughn Moore’s shop, 

which is very close to Hayesville HS, where we meet. If interested, contact Joe Waldroup 

at awaldroup@brmemc.net or 828-389-3117. 

● July meeting moved to June 29, due to Independence Day holiday. 

 

Safety talk: Don Marks spoke about the importance of eye protection (safety glasses), and face 

protection (shield or helmet). Make it a point to check your protection every time you step up 

to your lathe. 

 

Photo directory: We would like to publish a membership directory, including photos of our 

members. We mostly only see each other once a month, so this might help us associate names 

and faces. Please take a moment to reply to the newsletter mailing, sending along a recent 

photo of yourself you would like to be included. We will distribute the photo-directory as a 

PDF, when it’s mostly done. Thanks. 

 



  



Demonstration:  

Alan Leland demonstrated the turning of a 

three-legged stool. 

 

The first step was to turn the seat of the stool. This 

was turned from a round blank of ambrosia maple, 

approximately 15” diameter and 2” thick. This was 

mounted on a screw chuck. The underside of the stool 

seat was trued up. The edge of the seat was turned, 

and then the depression towards the center of the 

seat. The screw hole on the underside should be 

plugged with a decorative turned button or cap. 

 

The legs are next, turned with decorative elements 

such as coves, beads, and ‘bird-beaks.’ Alan said that 

he turns one leg to the desired pattern, and then turns 

the other two to match, mostly using visual 

comparison to achieve a ‘close enough’ match. And 

then there’s some ‘magic’ to get the legs properly fitted 

to the seat and to each other. May involve math! 

 

 

And here is one of Alan’s stools, that he 

displayed on our Show and Tell table, with a 

curly maple seat and padauk legs: 

  



Show and Tell: 

 

Patterned after John 

Keeton’s April 

demonstration, a faux 

hollow-form vase, by John 

Van Camp 

 

Turned candle and holder, by 

Jerry Bassett, for the 

bring-back box. Matt Cowart 

won the bring-back box this 

month 

 

Joe Waldroup’s carved maple 

vase, a work-in-progress 

 

Greg Pillen used wood chips 

molded in tinted epoxy to 

create this bowl 

 

Don Marks built this Beads of 

Courage box of birch (body), 

mahogany (lid), and cherry 

(knob), decorated with green 

paint inlay. 

 

Brian Dobson repaired a 

crack in this vase, and 

concealed it with this 

maple-leaf artwork 



 

Cedar, box elder and maple 

bowls, by Herb Whetzel 

 

Ambrosia maple platters, by 

Matt Cowart 

 

Ornament, by Alan Leland 

 

Mushroom, by Jerry Bassett 

 

 

 

 

 

Some very impressive  work 

being displayed each month 

in our Show and Tell.  

 

Way to go! 

 

Rose-decorated vase, by 

Brian Dobson 

 

 

  



 

Officers, Brasstown Woodturners Guild, 2019 

President: John Van Camp — Vice President: Don Marks — Treasurer: Rich Egli  

Secretary: Robert Marshall — Advisers: Talmadge Murphey and Marsha Barnes 

 

 

Membership application 

BRASSTOWN WOODTURNERS GUILD 
2019 MEMBERSHIP 

NAME  __________________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS _______________________________________________________________ 

CITY ________________________________________  STATE____________ZIP______ 

SPOUSE _____________________________________  PHONE ( __) _______________ 

Are you an AAW Member (yes/no) ____ 

E-MAIL  _________________________________________________________________ 

(Please print clearly -- whether or not you receive an e-mail newsletter. This is for emergency 

notification of Club news) 

DUES: 

$30 (SINGLE) - Add $10 extra for mailed version of newsletter 

$35 (FAMILY) - Add $10 extra for mailed version of newsletter 

Amount Paid: $_________ CHECK/CASH 

PLEASE CIRCLE ONE BELOW 

Will view newsletter via 
e-mail 

WEBSITE Wish newsletter mailed ($10 
extra) 

 

Make checks payable to: 

Brasstown Woodturners Guild (or BWG) and 

Mail to: 

Rich Egli - 158 Red Oak Forest, Murphy, NC 28906 

 


