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Brasstown Woodturners Guild 

Newsletter — Meeting of June 1, 2019 

 

Next meeting:  

9:30 am, Saturday, June 29, 2019 (July meeting). Don Marks 

will demonstrate turning a spiral fluted spindle. The photo to 

the left is not from Don, but it’s my best guess as to what a spiral 

fluted spindle will look like. If not, Don will set us straight! 

 

Please arrive early if you can, to help set up. Bring something 

from your pile of wood to be turned, to add to our raffle prizes. 

Also, bring in some of your work, to show and tell us what 

you’ve done. We’re interested in your successes, but also in your 

failures or problems or questions … how do I fix this, how to do 

this better? Bring it in; someone might have an idea that will 

help you. 

 

 

Calendar of upcoming meetings: 

Jun 29 (July meeting) - Don Marks - Spiral spindle 

Aug 3 - Beau Bunn - TBD - $10 at the door 

August 31 (Sept. meeting) - Dean Hutchins - TBD. $10 at the door 

Oct 5 - TBD 

Nov 9 - Steve Cook - Embellishing wood turnings. $10 at the door 

Dec 7 - Christmas gathering & ornament exchange 

  



From the President:  

Harvey Meyer did a great demonstrating turning a pedestal box. Many thanks Harvey. But 

while speaking with Harvey I got some bad/good news, Harvey is retiring from teaching 

woodturning and will be spending more of his time traveling and enjoying life. So this is his 

last demonstration at BWG. I wish best of luck Harvey as you travel about and we will miss 

your well thought out and splendidly presented demonstrations. 

 The 20 new chairs have been installed and I received a number of compliments on their 

quality and comfort. The old chairs were offered to any of the BWG members who wanted them 

and several members took a few. The rest were taken to the recycle center and disposed of. 

 We had 2 more Beads of Courage boxed brought this month too, thanks to all who are 

participating in this worthy cause and keep them coming. 

 So until we meet again on June 29th, keep the wood turning and the chips flying, but most of 

all, be safe. 

 

Meeting Notes: 

Visitors:  

Franck Johannesen, Sarasota, FL 

Pat Lawhead, Tampa, FL 

Steve Johns, Sarasota, FL 

Chris Bruns, Hiawassee, GA 

Jim Hardy, Roswell, GA (assisting Harvey Meyer at Campbell class last week) 

 

Announcements: 

● AAW national symposium is in Raleigh, NC, this year, starting July 11; $375. 

● Woodturning Southern Style symposium is in Dalton, GA, starting September 20; $175. 

● John Van Camp brought in the 20 new chairs bought by the club, which made a big 

contribution to our seating comfort. Thanks! 

● Joe Waldroup will be helping sell shop equipment from the late Vaughn Moore’s shop, 

which is very close to Hayesville HS, where we meet. If interested, contact Joe Waldroup 

at awaldroup@brmemc.net or 828-389-3117. 

● July meeting moved to June 29, due to Independence Day holiday. 

 

Safety talk: We didn’t have a separate safety talk as such, but our demonstrator, Harvey Meyer, 

emphasized eye, face and lung protection: safety glasses, face shields, and good quality 

respirators. You only have one pair of eyes, one face, and one pair of lungs, so protect them. 

 

  



Photo directory: The photo directory is being distributed with the newsletter this month, as a 

separate PDF file.  

 

Demonstration:  

 

Harvey Meyer demonstrated the turning of a lidded pedestal box, like the one below: 

 

He begins with a 4” cube, which he slices across the grain on the 

bandsaw into 2 pieces:  1” thick for the lid, and 3” thick for the 

pedestal box. The two pieces are rounded together on centers to a 

cylinder, with enough pressure to keep the two parts from slipping. 

Then tenons are cut at both ends, one to hold the pedestal box 

portion while turning its top, and the other to hold the lid portion 

while turning its bottom (which fits into the pedestal top). 

 

The bead between the box and its pedestal base is turned using a 

D-Way ¼” bead tool. Harvey also used a negative-rake scraper for 

the final finish cuts, producing wispy shavings so light that they 

floated in the air. 

 

The bottom side of the pedestal box is turned using a jam chuck, cutting away the tenon and 

concaving the bottom. 

 

After shaping the bottom of the lid portion to fit the recess at the top of the box, the lid is 

placed into a chuck with wooden jaws, to shape its top, and to drill a ¼” hole (without going all 

the way through) to accept the tenon of the knob. 

 

Harvey used an ebony dowel for the knob, turning a ‘teardrop’ shape, with a short ¼” tenon to 

fit into the drilled recess on the top of the lid. 

  



 

 

Sliced cube between centers, 

for rounding and tenons 

 

Rounded to a cylinder, 

making tenons each end 

 

Box portion being shaped 

while tenon is held in chuck 

 

Box portion in jam chuck, to 

finish the bottom 

 

Wood jaws on chuck, to hold 

the lid without marring it, 

while finishing its top 

 

Teardrop knob turned from 

ebony dowel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Show and Tell: 

 

 

 

Natural-edge holly bowls, 

Gene Gross 

 

 

 

First 3 hollow-forms by 

Robert Marshall: maple, 

sourwood, and birch 

 

Ambrosia maple hollow form 

with thorny lid, Christine 

Smith 

 

Carved cherry bowl, Pete 

Bradley 

 

“Bandsaw bowl”, Franck 

Johannesen 

 

Ebonized cherry bowl, John 

Van Camp (steel wool and 

vinegar ebonizing solution, 

enhanced with tea applied 

first to the bowl, for more 

tannin) 



 

Beads of Courage box, with 

palm-nut knob, Terry Coble 

 

Black walnut bow, John Van 

Camp 

 

Spalted hickory bowl, Robert 

Marshall 

 

Small hanging urn, Jim 

Smith 

 

Beads of Courage box, Terry 

Coble 

 

 

 

  



 

Officers, Brasstown Woodturners Guild, 2019 

President: John Van Camp — Vice President: Don Marks — Treasurer: Rich Egli  

Secretary: Robert Marshall — Advisers: Talmadge Murphey and Marsha Barnes 

 

 

Membership application 

BRASSTOWN WOODTURNERS GUILD 
2019 MEMBERSHIP 

NAME  __________________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS _______________________________________________________________ 

CITY ________________________________________  STATE____________ZIP______ 

SPOUSE _____________________________________  PHONE ( __) _______________ 

Are you an AAW Member (yes/no) ____ 

E-MAIL  _________________________________________________________________ 

(Please print clearly -- whether or not you receive an e-mail newsletter. This is for emergency 

notification of Club news) 

DUES: 

$30 (SINGLE) - Add $10 extra for mailed version of newsletter 

$35 (FAMILY) - Add $10 extra for mailed version of newsletter 

Amount Paid: $_________ CHECK/CASH 

PLEASE CIRCLE ONE BELOW 

Will view newsletter via 
e-mail 

WEBSITE Wish newsletter mailed ($10 
extra) 

 

Make checks payable to: 

Brasstown Woodturners Guild (or BWG) and 

Mail to: 

Rich Egli - 158 Red Oak Forest, Murphy, NC 28906 

 


