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Brasstown Woodturners Guild 

Newsletter — Meeting of August 3, 2019 

 

Next meeting:  

 

9:30 am, Saturday, August 31, 2019: Our demonstrator 

will be Bob Moffett, turning an offset, textured and 

decorated platter, like the one seen to the left. 

 

Please arrive early if you can, to help set up. Bring 

something from your pile of wood to be turned, to add 

to our raffle prizes. Also, bring in some of your work, to 

show and tell us what you’ve done. We’re interested in 

your successes, but also in your failures or problems or 

questions … how do I fix this, how to do this better? 

Bring it in; someone might have an idea that will help 

you. 

 

 

 

 

Calendar of upcoming meetings: 

August 31 (Sept. meeting) - Bob Moffett, offset platter. $10 at the door 

Sep 28 (Oct. meeting, date changed to avoid conflict with Campbell Fall Festival) - Tool auction 

- bring any tool you’d like to sell, bid on anything you want to buy. Bring lots of money, take 

home lots of tools! 

Nov 9 - Steve Cook - Embellishing wood turnings. $10 at the door 

Dec 7 - Christmas gathering & ornament exchange 

  



From the President:  

We had a great meeting with great member attendance and 4 new club members. Many  t 

hanks to Joy Cowan for her demonstration on turning a 3 sided weed vase. She did a great job 

considering this was her first demonstration in front of a group of experienced woodturners. 

Show and tell was a big success with lots of participation. And 8 Beads of Courage boxes was 

brought to the meeting making a total of 15 boxes so far this year. I am so impressed with the 

club's participation on this worthy project and I know the children will be thrilled when they 

receive their Beads of Courage box. Thank you for all who have participated so far and you can 

still bring a box to the Sept. meeting if you want to participate. So until we meet again, keep the 

wood turning, the chips flying, and be safe. 

 

Meeting Notes: 

 

4 visitors, and 4 new members:  

 

● Dennis Perez, of Murphy, visited and signed up as a new member. 

● Pat Lawhead from Hiawassee, also joined our group. 

● David Phillips of Young Harris, visited this month. 

● Benny Sawyer, from Murphy, joined as well. 

 

Announcements: 

● Woodturning Southern Style symposium is in Dalton, GA, starting September 20; $175. 

● Rich Egli and his wife Jacky are swapping kidneys (hers to him), at Piedmont Hospital 

in Atlanta, August 23. Keep them both in your thoughts and prayers, for their successful 

operations and speedy recoveries.  

● Matt Cowart will fill in for Rich as interim treasurer, until he’s back on his feet. Current 

treasury balance: $6,170.77. 

● Joy Cowan, this month’s demonstrator, reported on the AAW Symposium in Raleigh, in 

July. She enjoyed a panel on photographing your work (with Rudy Lopez), a segmented 

turning panel, and a panel on teaching and demonstrating techniques (which paid off 

with a smooth presentation later, in her demo). 

● John Van Camp noted our group’s strong participation in the Beads of Courage 

program, with about 15 contributions of lidded boxes, including several shown this 

month in our Show-and-Tell. 

 

  



Demonstration:  

 

Joy Cowan demonstrated turning a three-sided vase, using 3 offset positions for mounting a 

wooden cylinder on the lathe. She provided a handout, which explained the steps in detail. A 

PDF version of the handout is also enclosed with the email distribution of this newsletter, and 

posted on the website as well. 

 

 

 

The finished vase, 

shown atop a 

laminated blank. 

Note the ‘ghosting’ in 

the offset turning, at 

right.  

 

  



Show and Tell 

 

 

Teresa Lavallo, sea urchin 

decorations with pendant 

turnings 

 

Don Marks, trivet with 

concentric rings on one side, 

offset circle turnings on the 

other side 

 

At right: Don Mark’s 

birdhouse decoration 
 

 

Pete Bradley, spiral-carved 

candlestick 

 

Talmadge Murphey, “China 

Wall” turned-then-carved 

basket-style vessel. 

 

Charles Jones, natural edge 

maple bowl 



 

Joy Cowan, collection of 

3-sided offset vases 

 

Charles Jones, pair of cherry 

candlesticks 
 

Steve Kantor, 3 candle 

holders, of Leyland cypress. 

Or, giant chess pieces? 

 

Cherry burl bowl, Tony 

Bradley. Group consensus 

was not to fix the crack or the 

hole. 

  

Christine Smith, holly (dyed) 

and rosewood, for Beads of 

Courage program 

 

Another BofC by Christine 

Smith, holly (dyed) and 

ambrosia maple 

  



 

Officers, Brasstown Woodturners Guild, 2019 

President: John Van Camp — Vice President: Don Marks — Treasurer: Rich Egli  

Secretary: Robert Marshall — Advisers: Talmadge Murphey and Marsha Barnes 

 

 

 

Membership application 

BRASSTOWN WOODTURNERS GUILD 
2019 MEMBERSHIP 

NAME  __________________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS _______________________________________________________________ 

CITY ________________________________________  STATE____________ZIP______ 

SPOUSE _____________________________________  PHONE ( __) _______________ 

Are you an AAW Member (yes/no) ____ 

E-MAIL  _________________________________________________________________ 

(Please print clearly -- whether or not you receive an e-mail newsletter. This is for emergency 

notification of Club news) 

DUES: 

$30 (SINGLE) - Add $10 extra for mailed version of newsletter 

$35 (FAMILY) - Add $10 extra for mailed version of newsletter 

Amount Paid: $_________ CHECK/CASH 

PLEASE CIRCLE ONE BELOW 

Will view newsletter via 
e-mail 

WEBSITE Wish newsletter mailed ($10 
extra) 

 

Make checks payable to: 

Brasstown Woodturners Guild (or BWG) and 

Mail to: 

Rich Egli - 158 Red Oak Forest, Murphy, NC 28906 

 


