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Brasstown Woodturners Guild 

Newsletter — September Meeting — August 31, 2019 

 

Next meeting:  

 

9:30 am, Saturday, September 28, 2019 (for October): This will be our annual tool auction. 

Bring in whatever you have in your shop that you don’t use, and let’s see if one of your fellow 

members wants to buy it. Not just woodturning stuff, anything that’s a tool. Auctioned at 

outcry, with or without a reserve price. The club gets 10% of the sale price. Put a tag with your 

name and any reserve amount on each item you bring. Bring lots of cash, too! Everybody likes 

buying tools, right? 

 

Please arrive early if you can, to help set up. Bring something from your pile of wood to be 

turned, to add to our raffle prizes. Also, bring in some of your work, to show and tell us what 

you’ve done. We’re interested in your successes, but also in your failures or problems or 

questions … how do I fix this, how to do this better? Bring it in; someone might have an idea 

that will help you. 

 

 

Calendar of upcoming meetings: 

 

Sep 28 (Oct. meeting, date changed to avoid conflict with Campbell Fall Festival) - Tool auction 

- bring any tool you’d like to sell, bid on anything you want to buy. Bring lots of money, take 

home lots of tools! Bargains galore. 

Nov 9 - Steve Cook - Embellishing wood turnings. $10 at the door 

Dec 7 - Christmas gathering & ornament exchange 

  



From the President:  

Fall is almost on us. The leaves are already starting to fall and our shops are really comfortable in this 

cooler weather. This should motivate us to spend more time woodturning and bringing our projects to 

Show and Tell. I would like to again commend all our members for their participation in the Beads of 

Courage program. It was a tremendous up tick from about 5 boxes last year to 17 this year. Our Sept. 

28th meeting should be fun with our annual tool auction so bring your duplicate and excess tools and a 

pocket full of cash to make this a big success. The tools don't have to be woodturning tools but do need 

to be in good working or functional condition. You can put a minimum bid on an item if you like but 

open bids are the best.  So until we meet again, keep the wood turning, the chips flying, and be safe. 

 

Meeting Notes: 

 

2 visitors, including one new member: 

● Bobby East, of Spring Hill, Florida, visited 

● Tim Rinehart, formerly Charlotte, NC, now Blairsville, GA, visited and joined the club 

 

Announcements: 
● Woodturning Southern Style symposium is in Dalton, GA, starting September 20; $175. Matt 

Cowart and Steve Kantor are both planning to attend. 

● Member Alex Bolden died recently. The club will contribute $50 to the family’s favorite charity. 

Don Marks expects that he will arrange for the sale of Alex’s shop equipment; details of the sale 

will be announced in the near future. 

● Rich Egli and his wife Jackie are back home, recovering nicely. Rich had a tough time there for a 

while, but things are looking up. Keep them both in your thoughts and prayers, for continued 

recovery.  

● John Van Camp noted our group’s strong participation in the Beads of Courage program, with a 

final count of 17 contributions of lidded boxes. 

● Don Marks is soliciting contributions toward the Empty Bowls campaign, for his turning club in 

Highlands. These are auctioned and the money donated to charity. Let Don know if you want to 

contribute. 

● It was reported that Marsha Barnes has a collection of exotic wood blanks, which she may bring 

to our tool auction at the next meeting. 

● Safety: Don Marks and Theresa Lovallo discussed Theresa’s sanding accident, in which sanding 

at the top of the piece on the lathe, running in forward, resulted in pushing her finger down into 

contact with the tool rest. In forward, you should sand at the bottom of the piece; in reverse, you 

should sand at the top. In both cases, hold the paper loosely, so that if it catches, the paper is 

pulled away from your grasp, and your fingers or hand are not hurt. 

● We have recently become aware that some of our video-recorded meetings did not get recorded 

(blank disks). We will investigate the situation and report further when more is known about the 

extent of this problem. 

● Bring-back box: Last month’s winner,  Brian Dobson, returned the box with a small vase with 

contrasting light and dark (heart) wood. Matt Cowart won the box this month. 

 



 

Demonstration:  
 

 

Our demonstrator, 

Bob Moffett of 

Burlington, NC, 

presented a ‘how-to’ 

for turning an offset, 

textured and 

decorated platter. He 

started with a dry, 

round platter blank, 

turning a recess to 

hold the blank in the 

chuck, during 

shaping of the bottom of the platter. 

 

The offset feature was achieved by 

turning the bottom side of the platter to a 

gently-rounded profile, and then fitting 

this rounded profile bottom against a 

jam-chuck made of PVC pipe. By varying 

the position of the blank, offset turning is 

achieved. A portion of the center of the 

top side of the platter is retained at this 

stage of the turning, to allow the tailstock 

to be used to hold the blank tightly 

against the jam-chuck. The jam-chuck is 

pictured, to the left. 

 

 

 

 

The rim of the platter is turned flat, and is used in the 

texturing phase of the turning. Bob used several Sorby 

texturing tools, to decorate the rim. After turning the platter, 

Bob applied dyes to the inside surfaces of the platter.  



Show and Tell 

 

 

Crush mill pepper and salt, 

Don Marks 

 

Maple bowl, Steve Kantor 

 

Two-tone vase, Brian 

Dobson’s ‘bring-back box’ 

item 

 

Two maple natural-edge 

bowls, turned from one 

crotch piece with bark 

inclusion, Joe Waldroup 

 

Banksia pod vessels, Tim 

Rinehart (new member) 

 

Tim Rinehart’s home-made 

hollowing tool, used with 

Banksia pod work, to the left 



 

Apple vase, Brian Dobson 

 

John Van Camp’s ultra-thin 

ash bowl; he used a light 

behind the bowl while 

turning, to tell him when he 

was getting close to the limit 

 

Black cherry bowl, John Van 

Camp 

 

Trivet, Don Marks 

 

Other side of Don’s trivet 

 

Hickory hollow-form, Robert 

Marshall; chamber pot or 

spitoon? 

 

 

 

  



 

Officers, Brasstown Woodturners Guild, 2019 

 

President: John Van Camp — Vice President: Don Marks — Treasurer: Rich Egli  

Secretary: Robert Marshall — Advisers: Talmadge Murphey and Marsha Barnes 

 

 

 

Membership application 

BRASSTOWN WOODTURNERS GUILD 
2019 MEMBERSHIP 

NAME  __________________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS _______________________________________________________________ 

CITY ________________________________________  STATE____________ZIP______ 

SPOUSE _____________________________________  PHONE ( __) _______________ 

Are you an AAW Member (yes/no) ____ 

E-MAIL  _________________________________________________________________ 

(Please print clearly -- whether or not you receive an e-mail newsletter. This is for emergency 

notification of Club news) 

DUES: 

$30 (SINGLE) - Add $10 extra for mailed version of newsletter 

$35 (FAMILY) - Add $10 extra for mailed version of newsletter 

Amount Paid: $_________ CHECK/CASH 

PLEASE CIRCLE ONE BELOW 

Will view newsletter via 
e-mail 

WEBSITE Wish newsletter mailed ($10 
extra) 

 

Make checks payable to: 

Brasstown Woodturners Guild (or BWG) and 

Mail to: 

Rich Egli - 158 Red Oak Forest, Murphy, NC 28906 

 


